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OUT OF THE BOOT 2 
Urban Myth Theatre of Youth 
Holden Street Theatres 
Until 7 July 2007 
 
Review by Nikki Gaertner 
 
After the success of last year’s ‘Out of the Boot’, Urban Myth is presenting another showcase of original 
works written by young and new writers, who worked under the guidance of local playwright Sean Riley 
during 2006 to refine and finalise their scripts. 
 
Four plays are presented by nineteen actors, each somehow dealing with the theme of ‘faith’. 
 
The first, ‘The Purple Chair’, written by Ailsa Dunlop, is particularly clever, rotating through a number of 
stories, each somehow relating to a purple chair.  Six strong performers move through various 
characters, speaking both individually, and at times in unison to emphasise points. 
 
Paddy Carey, the author of ‘Plastic Minds’, at just ten years of age already displays the potential to go 
far as a playwright.  The story deals with a psychic connection between an Australian schoolboy and a 
Scottish banker who communicate through plastic dummies.  There is a need for both interesting 
characterisations and specific accents within the cast, all of which are very well managed by the ten 
performers involved. 
 
‘The Chalk Board Cabaret’, written by Skye Wild, demonstrates some very unique and left-field writing, 
with characters crossing time barriers and being trapped in a strange and enchanted house with a 
mysterious showman as their host.  This play gives some great performing opportunities to the three 
male performers in particular. 
 
The final performance is ‘Hitting the 4th Wall’ by Gemma Sneddon.  This story explores the magic and 
illusion of theatre in an abstract fashion, almost reminiscent of Stoppard’s “Rosencrantz & Guildenstern”.  
The two featured performers show a good understanding of both physical and spoken humour, making 
this play potentially the most enjoyable of the evening. 
 
Unfortunately Urban Myth has not directly credited any of their actors in the program, so names can not 
be listed, but all performers were quite strong and versatile, particularly considering their youth. 
 
The directors, Tessa Leong and Chris Roberts, also deserve a special mention for some effective 
blocking and staging of each of the four very different pieces. 
 


